


“Children helped through the Guatemala Mission Partnership
because of YOU -~ they send their thanks!”
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5k Walk/Run Huge Success

When we measure the success of a fund raising event we look at the bottom line. Using this measurement we can
say that this year’s run/walk was a huge success. We netted just over $8,000! The closest we have come to raising
this much was $6,000 back in 2003. Most of the money was raised by people sponsoring others to participate. St.
Rose of Lima held on to the Golden Shoe trophy for the largest number of walkers and runners for the 5" year
running. Brentwood United Methodist takes back the Golden Dollar Sign from St. Andrew Presbyterian by raising
the most money, bringing in close to $3000.00. They were followed closely by St. Andrew Presbyterian and St.
Rose of Lima each raising over $1,500. Thank you to everyone who volunteered, walked, ran and donated to the
success of the 5k walk/run. Joyce Neufeld, Director

Keep the Sock & Underwear Coming

This summer we received many donations of socks and
underwear but it seems like they go out the door as fast as
they come in. The clothing bank has seen over 100 kids a
month all summer and with school starting this has
increased. Thank you for providing these much needed
items for our kids.

School Supply Drive Successtul

After a frantic email to the CM supporters telling
everyone we didn’t have enough school supplies for
more than 80 kids, the donations increased ten-fold.
With your help over 400 children are receiving school
supplies this year. Thank you so much for your
generosity and helping the kids succeed.

Adopt a child

We are starting to sign up people, churches, groups,
and businesses that are willing to adopt a child for the
Sharing tree program. If you are interested in adopting
a child please contact Joyce at 303-935-3428 ext 102.
Last year we were able to help 400 children. We only
adopt kid’s ages 0-11 years and recommend spending
$30.00 maximum.

Garden Produce Wanted

Due to our crop failure over at Harvey Park
donations of produce from your gardens or
your neighbor’s gardens would be
appreciated. So, before you make the 20" Joaf
of zucchini bread bring the zucchini here so
that our clients can make calabazitas with
zucchini, onions, tomatoes and corn.
Delicious!

Ten Thousand Villages Shopping Day

TEN THOUSAND
ILLAC

Mark your Calendar for the Community Ministry /Ten
Thousand Villages for a shopping day on Thursday, November 3
from 5-8 p.m. A percentage of all sales will go toward helping
Community Ministry feed the hungry. The more sales the higher the

Calendar of Events
September 6 — CiCi’s Pizza
Oct 4 — Cict’s Pizza

Nov 1 —Cici’s Pizza

Nov 3 — Ten Thousand Villages
Shopping Night

November 19 — Boxing Day
November 21 — Thanksgiving Box
Distribution

November 24-27 — Closed for
Thanksgiving

percentage we receive. Ten Thousand Villages provides vital fair
income to Third World people by marketing their handicrafis in
North America. Ten Thousand Villages is located at 2626 E 3 Ave,
Denver, CO 80206, near the Cherry Creek Shopping Center. Parking
in the area is $1.00. Bring a friend, do some early holiday shopping
and support Community Ministry and artesian in the third world on
November 3. Hopefully we can raise more than last year’s $156.00.

Plastic bags are needed at this time. Thank you
for your generosity.
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August 2011

To all congregations in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

One of the actions taken by last summer’s 219th General Assembly (2010) of the

Presbyterian Church (U.SA.) was to affirm the Charter for Compassion
(http://oga.pcusa.org/publications/charterForCompassion.pdf).

The charter is the product of a multi-faith, web-based collaboration. It was created
in response to growing misunderstandings, misrepresentations, and, thus, increased
hostility between religious traditions around the world. The charter calls for
treating each human person with “justice, equity and respect” out of deep
compassion for each; teaching appreciation for cultural and religious differences;
and nurturing “informed empathy” with those who suffer.

The charter’s emphasis on the role of compassion in motivating response to the
suffering of any others is fully consistent with the biblical tradition and Reformed
theology. Our Book of Order reminds us of the role of compassion in the life of
followers of Jesus:

“... In daily life, Jesus took ordinary acts of human compassion—
healing the sick, feeding the hungry, washing feet—and translated
them into ways of serving God” (W-1.2004).

“God sends the church in the power of the Holy Spirit to exercise
compassion in the world,

“a. feeding the hungry,

“b. comforting the grieving,

“c. caring for the sick,

“d. visiting the prisoners,

“e. freeing the captives,

“f. sheltering the homeless,

“g. befriending the lonely”(W-7.3001).

“... Concern for the world may be enacted in prayer and ministries of
compassion, justice, peacemaking, and witness” (W-3.5302).
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“Discipleship may be expressed ... beyond the church cooperating
with all who work for compassion and reconciliation” (W-4.3002).

The charter’s call for a positive response to religious and cultural differences echoes
the long-time Presbyterian support for basic human rights, including the right to
determine one’s own beliefs and participate in the religious community of one’s
choosing. In 1949, the General Assembly of the United Presbyterian Church in the
United States of America endorsed the UN Declaration of Human Rights, beginning
an ongoing series of declarations by assemblies in the area of human rights,
including religious rights, that continues to this day.

The Book of Order affirms the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)’s commitment to taking a
positive approach to cultural and religious differences:

“The church in its witness to the uniqueness of the Christian faith is
called to mission and must be responsive to diversity in both the
church and the world” (G-4.0401).

“The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) at all levels seeks new
opportunities for conversation and understanding with non-Christian
religious entities” (G-5.0102).

General Assemblies provide practical and theological guidance for such efforts.
Presbyterians, congregations, mid councils, and General Assembly programs resist
forces of division that seize on our God-given diversity to spread misunderstanding
and mistrust. We affirm that humanity is bound together. We work for peace. We
live with compassion. And we witness to our faith in Jesus Christ who calls us to love
God and love our neighbors.

Sincerely,

The Rev. Gradye Parsons

Stated Clerk of the General Assembly
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)




World Mission responds to National Presbyterian Church of
Mexico decision to sever relationship

. Sadness and respect guide PC(USA) actions

On Monday evening, August 22, Presbyterian World Mission leaders received a communiqué
from leaders of the National Presbyterian Church of Mexico (INPM) officially documenting the
decision of the Mexican church to sever the historic 139 year relationship between INPM and the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

The decision occurred on Friday, August 19, in response to PC(USA) actions on Amendment 10-
A regarding ordination standards. Hunter Farrell, director of Presbyterian World Mission, voiced
his sadness in response to the decision, “We have had initial conversations with Mexican church
leaders since the decision, and together we shared a hope for healing and a renewed ability to
engage God’s mission together, but at this moment, this is not possible and it brings me great
sadness.” He continued, “We have a deep respect for the voice of international partners, because
partnership is at the core of our understanding of Christ’s mission around the world, so we have
listened very carefully to the Mexican church leaders.”

World Mission has eleven mission co-workers deployed in Mexico and the U.S.-Mexico border
region, In addition, eighteen presbyteries and three synods have partnership efforts in Mexico.
The Presbyterian Border Ministry has been a joint effort of the PC(USA) and the INPM,
involving nine U.S. presbyteries serving in coordinated ministry across six sites. Many
presbyteries are also involved in Mexico through the Living Waters for the World project.
Numerous congregations have also been involved in partnerships and exchanges with INPM
congregations.

As a result of the INPM decision, according to Farrell, World Mission cannot continue its
participation in these ministries in their current form. “Our ministries have been built on the
foundation of a joint partnership between our two churches,” said Maria Arroyo, area
coordinator for PC(USA) work in Latin America and the Caribbean, “and without that
foundation we have immediately begun to re-assess each of our ministries.” World Mission will
be working with mission co-workers individually to determine next steps and possible alternative
deployments.

“The staff of World Mission are aware that many Presbyterians have planned future short-term
mission trips in partnership with Mexican presbyteries or congregations, but, at this point,
because of the decision of the INPM,” Farrell said, “we are unable to encourage these visits.”

. “However,” Farrell added, “ in this time of rising poverty, heightened violence, and a deep need
for the gospel of Jesus Christ in both countries, God's call to us to be engaged in mission in
Mexico and the U.S.-Mexican borderlands continues and we will be discerning how to do that.”
Support continues to be needed for the mission co-workers and future PC(USA) work in the
region during this time of transition.

“Over the past few days,” Farrell said, “the hearts of many of our mission workers have been
breaking over this decision. We have many close brothers and sisters in Christ in the National
Presbyterian Church of Mexico. The words of Psalm 133, ‘How good and pleasant it is when
brothers and sisters dwell in unity...” which have often been celebrated in our common life, are
. painful now in the absence of unity, but we dare to hope together for the day, when as Jesus
prayed, we might be one.”
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Bread for the Journey

Touch of the Master's Hand

‘Twas battered and scarred, and the auctioneer
Thought it sacredly worth his while

To waste much time on the old violin,

But held it up with a smile:

“What am I bidden, good folks,” he cried,
“Who’ll start the bidding for me?”

“A dollar, a dollar”; then “Two!” “Only two?
Two dollars, and who’ll make it three?

Three dollars, once; three dollars, twice;
Going for three.....”

But no,

From the back of the room, a gray-haired man
Came forward and picked up the bow;

Then, wiping the dust from the old violin,
And tightening the loose string

He played a melody pure and sweet

As a caroling angel sings.

The music ceased, and the auctioneer,

With a voice that was quiet and low,

Said: “What am I bid for the old violin?”
And he held it up with the bow.

“A thousand dollars, and who’ll make it two?
Two thousand! And who’ll make it three?
Three thousand, once, three thousand, twice,
And going, and going,” said he.

The people cheered, but some of them cried,
We do not quite understand

What changed its worth.” Swift came the reply:
“The touch of a master’s hand.”

And many a man with life out of tune,

And battered and scarred with sin,

Is auctioned cheap to the thoughtless crowd,
Much like the old violin.

A “mess of pottage,” a glass of wine;

A game--and he travels on.

He is “going once, and “going” twice,

He’s “going” and almost “gone.”

But the Master comes, and the foolish crowd
Never can quite understand

The worth of a soul and the change that is wrought
By the touch of the Master’s hand.

-Myra B. Welch
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