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Anne’s dad, George, died of 
pancreatic cancer. My brother, Don, 
died of AIDS. My folks, heart dis-
ease. Most recently, my sister, Carol, 
has battled mightily with a ruptured 
gall bladder, then with a brain tumor, 
and now with breast cancer. Enough!

These encounters with death 
and disease have brought about a  
reordering of my priorities. I don’t 
“sweat the small stuff” any more.

And most of it IS small stuff.

So instead of sweating, I pray. 
Prayer shapes and guides my life 
much more than it did before death 
and disease took hold of my clan.  
And it’s not just for me and my fam-
ily — now I spend a good deal of 
time in intercessory prayer for you.

Last month, Tom Biscelgia 
passed, which sent the family reeling. 
Many of us know the pain.

Then Bob Farley went under 
the surgeon’s knife for the fourth 
time, not knowing if he would wake 
up. Some of you know that drill too.

And what did I do?  More than 
anything, I prayed.

When I encounter people strug-
gling with any issue at all, I pray for 
them. And I’m trying to be more in-
tentional about telling them so. I 
know how it lifts my spirits when I’m 
told by someone that I am being 
prayed for. 

I’m reading a book now by 
journalist Tim Madigan (I’m Proud 

of You: Life Lessons From My Friend 
Fred Rogers) about the famous Fred 
Rogers, better known to his friends in 
the neighborhood as Mr. Rogers.  In 
addition to being a creative TV per-
sonality and beacon for millions of 
little kids, Fred Rogers was also an 
ordained Presbyterian minister. And 
he was a huge pray-er too.

But what I find so fascinating 
about Rogers was his unfailing will-
ingness to ask others to pray for him.

Might’ve had something to do 
with his success.

So, I’m taking a lesson.  As a 
pastor, husband, parent, and friend, 
I’m trying to encourage those who 
might need to know that someone is 
thinking about them and praying for 
them. Notes, phone calls and, most 
especially, emails!  I know how they 
can make the spirit soar!

And, like Fred Rogers, I’m ask-
ing each of you to pray for me too. 

Let’s be Christ for one another. 
Let’s be quick with encouragement 
— through spoken or written word, 
through deeds however small or gra-
cious, through prayer, and through 
the simple kindness of sincere ac-
knowledgement:

“I know this is a difficult time for you 
and I am holding you in daily 

prayer.”

What better way to carry out Christ’s 
command: love one another.

— MV
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September Sermon Texts
SEPTEMBER 6

Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23

1A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, and favor is better than silver or gold. 2The 
rich and the poor have this in common: the LORD is the maker of them all.

8Whoever sows injustice will reap calamity, and the rod of anger will fail. 9Those who are gener-
ous are blessed, for they share their bread with the poor.

22Do not rob the poor because they are poor, or crush the afflicted at the gate; 23for the LORD 
pleads their cause and despoils of life those who despoil them.

SEPTEMBER 13

Mark 8:27-38

27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his 
disciples, "Who do people say that I am?" 28And they answered him, "John the Baptist; and others, 
Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets." 29He asked them, "But who do you say that I am?" Peter 
answered him, "You are the Messiah." 30And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him.

31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected 
by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32He said 
all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at 
his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, "Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on 
divine things but on human things."

34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, "If any want to become my followers, 
let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who want to save their life 
will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For 
what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in 
return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful gen-
eration, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the 
holy angels."

SEPTEMBER 20

James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a

13Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are done 
with gentleness born of wisdom. 14But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do 
not be boastful and false to the truth. 15Such wisdom does not come down from above, but is earthly, 
unspiritual, devilish. 16For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and 
wickedness of every kind. 17But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to 
yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. 18And a harvest of right-
eousness is sown in peace for those who make peace.

4:1Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come from 
your cravings that are at war within you? 2You want something and do not have it; so you commit mur-
der. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not 
have, because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to spend 
what you get on your pleasures.

7Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8Draw near to 
God and he will draw near to you.
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SEPTEMBER 27

Mark 9:38-50

38John said to him, "Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to 
stop him, because he was not following us." 39But Jesus said, "Do not stop him; for no one who does a 
deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. 40Whoever is not against us is 
for us. 41For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of 
Christ will by no means lose the reward.

42"If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be 
better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. 43If 
your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands 
and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 45And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better 
for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. 47And if your eye causes you to 
stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes 
and to be thrown into hell, 48where their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched.

49"For everyone will be salted with fire. 50Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you 
season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another."

September Birthdays and Anniversaries
Caroline Vickstrom September 6 Richard & Anne Lile September 8
Donna McKenna September 8 John & Terri Locke September 12, 1998
Fred Thies September 19 Brad & Tina McKenna September 12, 1992
Carol Keller September 22 Ed & Carol Keller September 15, 1958

Jim & Roberta Kirkpatrick September 24, 1988
Geno & Yolanda Delgado September 29, 2006

St. Andrew Statistics for August

Members 134
Average Weekly Attendance 74
Average Weekly Contribution $3,631.60

Did we miss your birthday 
or anniversary?  Apologies!  

Please drop us a note!  
Thanks.
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Music Matters
We’ve had some great guest musicians recently, including vocalist Mica Mal-

lory, pianist Carrie Mallery, guitarists and vocalists Mark Stefaniw and Jeff King, and, last but not 
least, Betty Burritt and her Handbell Choir!  Talents very much appreciated by all!

Coming up in September are:
The Chancel Choir, with Melanie Eoff on violin (September 6)
Mark Stefaniw and the Bluegrass Gospel Trio (September 13)

The Chancel Choir (September 20)
The Chancel Choir (September 27)

Thanks to our able Music Director, Greg Lee!

Suggestions?
Drop them in the new suggestion box, located in the narthex.

Need a Laugh?

Remember!

Do your part!

Invite a friend to church!

Comedy Works, the home for stand up 
comedy in Denver, has donated to St. 
Andrew a limited number of FREE 
PASSES to the comedy show of your 

choice! Good at either the Downtown or 
Tech Center locations.

See Pastor Mark for a pass — first come, first 
served.

Visit 
www.comedyworks.com

for a full line-up of
coming shows
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Thoughts and Musings from the Pew …
Happiness … it is something you decide ahead of time.

It is how you arrange your mind and thoughts.
It is a decision you can make every morning.

You have a choice:
You can spend the day in bed recounting your problems,

or get out of bed and be thankful for your blessings.
The first blessing is being alive to wake up.

Each day is a gift.
So embrace it and focus on the new day and all the happy memories you have had in the past.  

Life is like a bank account.
You can only withdraw from it what you put in.

So make every effort to deposit all the happiness you can.

—Contributed by Ron Thomas

INFO CHANGED?
If your address, phone number or email has changed, please notify the church office 

(303.934.5644)

A BIG THANKS
To Donna McKenna, Chet Petrie, Betty Burritt, 

Joyce Harmon, Becky Crockett,
Paulene Janes, Betty Watchous

and Anne Vickstrom

for cleaning and organizing the office and li-
brary, for weeding and caring for the gardens, 
and for the new plaques next to our original 

art. GREAT JOB!

And, as always THANKS to Chuck Hendricks 
and his Building & Grounds crew, who work so 

hard taking care of our property!

HELP STILL NEEDED:

Editor for the Chimes
Weekly bulletin production

Storage room cleaning/organization 

SEE PASTOR MARK — THANKS!
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NEWS & NOTES
September 2009

Statistics August 2009
Food Bank
Families Served Individuals Served
2009 – 457 2009 – 1,317
Clothing bank
Families Served Children Served
2009 – 24 2009 – 63

Annual Run/Walk is a Winner
Over $3,500 was raised after expenses at this year’s run/
walk. Runners ranged in age from 5 to 77 and walkers 
from 5 to 82! In all 64 people registered to participate. 
Brentwood United Methodist takes home the trophy for 
the most money raised with over $1,200. Garden Park MB 
and St. Rose of Lima tied for the most participants. So the 
pressure is on for next year! Thank you to everyone who 
volunteered, walked, ran, sponsored someone or made a 
donation.

Calendar of Events
September 25Monthly Volunteer and friends Potluck

- 11:30 at the food bank
October 6 CiCi Pizza in Bear Valley Shopping Center
October 22 Ten Thousand Villages Shopping Event
October 23 Thanksgiving Box Sign up
October 30 Christmas box and gift Sign up

School Supplies
Over 230 children received school supplies this 
year setting a new record for Community Minis-
try. Thank you to everyone who donated supplies 
and time. Thank you to June Bisceglia for her 
outstanding coordination.

Development Directors 
Note
We did a mailing to 500 of our supporters with 
information about using GoodSearch.com. Re-
member each search you do donates a penny to 
Community Ministry of Southwest Denver if we 
are your designated charity.

We are also looking for businesses to sponsor 
Sharing Tree Gifts this year. Please contact me 
if your company is interested.
Jerry

Help Wanted
Do you like computers and meeting people then 
we have a job for you! We need people to help 
work the intake desk on a regular basis and as 
substitutes. Please call Davida at 303-935-3428 
ext 101 if you are interested in this type of vol-
unteer job.

Energy Outreach Colorado
Did you know that CM has a grant from EOC to help people with en-
ergy assistance? The following is a story about one of our clients.

Gina C. is used to hard luck, so she was floored when she received 
assistance to pay the energy bill for her modest Denver apartment.

“It felt like a miracle to me,” said the 39-year-old, who gets by on 
$600 in monthly disability income.  “Nothing this good has ever hap-
pened to me before.”  When faced with having her home energy dis-
connected, Gina sought help from Community Ministry of Southwest 
Denver, which paid a portion of her energy bill through a grant from 
Energy Outreach Colorado.

Gina has not been able to work since 2004, when she was splattered 
with boiling water while sterilizing equipment.  The accident resulted 
in third-degree burns to her arms.  She’s undergone numerous painful 
surgeries and skin grafts but still has open wounds that require con-
stant care and severely restrict the movement of her hands and wrists.  

Gina receives help from her mother to care for her three children aged 
22, 16 and 15, and attends therapy both to heal her body and mentally 
overcome the trauma of the past.  A nurse visits weekly to change her 
dressings.
“I hope that someday I’m in the position to help somebody else,” she 
said.  “There’s a long list of people who need the kind of help I’ve 
been blessed to receive.” 

ST. ANDREW ASSIGNMENT FOR 
SEPTEMBER

Flour and/or Sugar

Donations Down
This year has seen a decrease of 35% in food donations from both member and non member agencies. 
This is taking a toll on the Food Bank and our cupboards are literally bare (just ask the volunteers). This 
would be a great time to ask your congregation to buy an extra item so that we can make it to the holidays 
and until the school food drives start kicking in. Every little bit helps.
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WISDOM FROM THE EMAIL BIN ...

Don't let your worries get the best of you;
Remember, Moses started out as a basket case.

Some people are kind, polite, and sweet-spirited
Until you try to sit in their pews.

Many folks want to serve God,
But only as advisers.

It is easier to preach ten sermons
Than it is to live one.

The good Lord didn't create anything without a 
purpose,
But mosquitoes come close.
When you get to your wit's end,
You'll find God lives there.

People are funny; they want the front of the bus,
Middle of the road,
And back of the church.
Opportunity may knock once,
But temptation bangs on the front door forever.

Quit griping about your church;
If it was perfect, you couldn't belong.

If a church wants a better pastor,
It only needs to pray for the one it has.

We're called to be witnesses, not lawyers or 
Judges.

God Himself doesn't propose to judge a man un-
til
he is dead. So why should you?

Some minds are like concrete
Thoroughly mixed up and permanently set.

Peace starts with a smile.

I don't know why some people change churches;
What difference does it make which one you stay 
home from?

A lot of church members singing 'Standing on the 
Promises'
Are just sitting on the premises.

Be ye fishers of men. You catch 'em - He'll clean 
'em.

Stop, Drop, and Roll won't work in Hell.

Coincidence is when God chooses to remain 
anonymous.

Don't put a question mark where God put a pe-
riod.

Don't wait for 6 strong men to take you to church.

Forbidden fruits create many jams.

God doesn't call the qualified,
He qualifies the called.

God grades on the cross, not the curve.

God loves everyone, but probably prefers 'fruits of 
the spirit' over 'religious nuts!'

God promises a safe landing, not a calm passage.

He who angers you, controls you!

If God is your Co-pilot, swap seats!

Don't give God instructions, just report for duty!

The task ahead of us is never as great as the Power 
behind us.

The Will of God never takes you to where the
Grace of God will not protect you.

We don't change the message,
The message changes us.

You can tell how big a person is
By what it takes to discourage him.

The best mathematical equation ever seen:
1 cross + 3 nails = 4 given.

—Thanks to Mary Herndon for the email!
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It’s Good to Grow!
Thoughts from the Church Growth Committee ...

If I were looking for a church to attend in the morning,
here are 16 things I’d look for . . . .

1. When I enter do I hear laughter?
2. Are people greeting me as a job or a joy?

3. Does the place look like they were expecting me?
4. Are people buzzing as they greet each other?

5. Is there spirited music playing as people gather?
6. Does the music move me?

7. Do the people on stage look real and engaged?
8. Are the announcements short, strategic, and to the point?

9. Is there a printed bulletin with Scripture already printed on it?
10.Does the pastor smile?

11.Does the message title promise a relevant topic I am interested in?
12.Does the pastor speak with humility and authority?

13.Do I feel the presence of God?
14.Are people listening and engaged?

15.Is the service no more than 71 minutes?
16.Does it pass by fast?

How to Find a Good Church
It goes without saying that every believer should have a church home where they attend regularly. If you know 
someone who is not a part of such a fellowship, the following advice may be of help to them:

1. Look for a church prayerfully. As is the case with all others as-
pects of a Christian’s decisions, you should begin your search for a 
church by seeking the Lord’s direction. The Bible promises, "In all your 
ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths" (Prov. 3:6).

2. Search for prospects. You might look for listings in the newspaper 
or in the yellow pages. Always seek the congregation which is Bible-
based. A referral from a trusted Christian friend is the most frequent 
way people are introduced to a church. A visit or two is helpful, but 
there is no way to fully evaluate a church without attending most ser-
vices for a month or so.

3. Keep in mind that you’re looking for a fellowship of believers. A 
church is not a building, nor is it merely a ministry, it is the body of 
Christ. So seek people who love the Lord and who love each other --
people that will love you and people to whom you can give your love.

4. Look for the church that preaches the Word of God. -- Seek a 
fellowship that has sound doctrine, proclaims the Word, and sincerely 
lifts up the Lord Jesus Christ in worship and in all they do.
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5. Look for a church that has good character. Seek a loving, peaceful, stable church which has a pastor devoted 
to godliness, prayer and the word, which are more important than his eloquence, education or charisma.

6. Look for a church that will help draw you closer to Christ. It might be nice to find a church where the music 
is flawless, where the seats are padded and the minister dismisses promptly after one hour. But more importantly, 
you need a church that cares about you and who will help meet your spiritual needs -- that will inspire you to grow 
in Christ, and will motivate you toward the aspirations of God. You need a church whose preaching and teaching 
will not merely appease or entertain you, but will boldly challenge you to advance beyond your comfort zones to live 
toward God’s high ideals.

7. Look for a church where you can become committed. In many ways, your relationship with the church is 
similar to a marriage -- you can’t get any more out of it than what you put into it. The only church in which you will 
ever grow and mature spiritually is the fellowship where you will commit yourself and get involved -- where the peo-
ple submit themselves to God and to each other -- where they will both encourage you and hold you accountable.

8. Seek a fellowship that is attempting to reach lost souls. Find the fellowship that is seeking to bring lives to 
Christ, both in their community and on foreign mission fields. Such a church understands its purpose and will pro-
vide a healthy environment in which to grow.

9. Look for a church where you can contribute. I’ve often heard the comparison made between a church and a 
restaurant -- a place where you get served a meal. But actually, the church is more like a pot luck dinner. What you 
bring with you to church is added to the content of the meal. Your contribution to the gathering helps to make it 
what it is. Therefore, seek the church where you can roll up your sleeves and help them to minister to others. Don’t 
look for a church that will only "serve you," but look for a church in which you can "serve." Always remember, a 
church is the combination of what its people are. So if you want your church to be the best it can be, you must be 
the best you can be. A church can never rise above what it’s individual members are.

10. Be ready to accept the individuality of a church. Frequently people look for a church like the one in which 
they got saved, or like one they see on TV. But this is futile, because even though a church might have the same 
beliefs or similarities as another, every church is distinct and different in its personality, just like people are. Always 
use the Bible as the standard to measure a church -- not other churches.

11. Look for a church with reasonable expectations. Don’t bother looking for a perfect church, because there 
aren’t any. In every church you will find people who are wonderful and some who aren’t. Jesus taught that it was 
common for weeds to be found growing together with the crops (Matt. 13:24-30). Also, in every church, you’ll find 
some things done well, and others that are not. Don’t worry about finding a perfect pastor, either. Trust me, they’re 
all human and will make mistakes. But look for a pastor who is sincere, who is trying his best to live a godly moral 
life, and who is proclaiming the Word of God. In short, be content with the church that is doing the best they can.

There are many good churches! Trust the Lord to guide you to the fellowship where he wants you, and become 
faithful there. Don’t be a church hopper -- bouncing around to one church after another each week. God wants you 
to be submitted to the accountability of spiritual leaders who will help you and even correct you when necessary 
(Heb. 13:17), and this isn’t possible unless you are rooted somewhere. Don’t have an neglectful attitude, going to 
church only when you feel like it. Attend faithfully and show up on time. Serve your church at least as diligently as 
you would your employer. Remember, the Lord views your attitude toward His church as your attitude toward Him 
(Matt. 25:40), so serve the Lord in a way that if God were your employer, you wouldn’t get fired!

Psalm 23 for the 21st Century
The lord is my pace setter . . . I shall not rush

He makes me stop for quiet intervals
He provides me with images of stillness which restore my serenity

He leads me in the way of efficiency through calmness of mind and his guidance is peace
Even though I have a great many things to accomplish each day, I will not fret, for his presence is here

His timelessness, his all importance will keep me in balance
He prepares refreshment and renewal in the midst of my activity by anointing my mind with his oils of 

tranquility; My cup of joyous energy overflows
Truly harmony and effectiveness shall be the fruits of my hours for I shall walk in the Pace of my Lord 

and dwell in his house for ever.
--As reprinted in Mother Teresa, Life in the Spirit: Reflections, Meditations, Prayers, ed. Kathryn Spink (San 

Francisco, Harper & Row, 1983), 76-77.
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Changing church paradigms

OLDER CONGREGATION RAISES YOUNG CHILDREN

By Thomas L. Harmon

…Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said to himself, “Shall a child be born to a man who is a hundred 
years old? Shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?” (Genesis 17:17 NRSV)

For Abraham and Sarah, we all too often jump straight to the story of Isaac, forgetting how shocking a child was to this 
couple that had completely come to accept their barrenness. Children are both a blessing and a miracle as they give us 
vitality. However, for many of our congregations the thought of ministering to children has become a distant hope in 
their barrenness as they, like Abraham and Sarah, age past the time of child rearing.

Our first thought of regaining children within the congregation is logically toward attracting young families, while still 
anxious about outdated hopes of gilded ages past when people (and money) were plentiful.

For the First Church of Fairborn, Ohio, a middle class, white collar, suburban congregation of Dayton, the past had 
taught them that ministry started with young families. Yet, as the demographics of the town changed (homeowners in 
town became home renters, and church members started coming from places other than this onetime premier suburb) 
the likelihood of younger members went the way of many churches. Children grew up and moved away, new children 
did not come, the area changed, and the church remained, much older now without critical mass for children’s ministry. 
First Church, anxious by the insecurity of its barren pews, prayed God would bring them children again. Their deepest 
hopes mimicked that of Abraham and Sarah desiring what they did not have and saddened by thoughts of those they 
knew were unlikely to return.

Like Abraham and Sarah, God answered their prayers in a different way than convention would suggest.

The church sits on the north end of Maple Street and on the south end of Maple Street is a school with the distinction of 
being the largest primary school in five states with more than 1,600 students. Budget difficulties and consolidations 
have brought all of the city’s kindergarten through third graders under one roof. More than half of the students live in 
households with an income low enough to qualify them for subsidized breakfast and lunch. The material need of these 
children is great as well as their filial need of stable hands for their care.

For a congregation of grandparents, and a community of children needing grandparents, the match was, shall we say, 
made in heaven. As some of the church members volunteered in the school’s reading programs, they became aware of 
the needs of this elementary community. They learned that it takes way too long for the nurse to reach an injured child 
on the playground, go back to the clinic for equipment and then back to the child through the one and a half miles of 
hallways set end to end. The church pooled its money and bought the school a golf cart. This life-giving resource also 
became a lifeline for a child with spinal bifida to travel through the school to activities previously unreachable.

The gift of the golf cart was only the beginning. To help the understaffed school, the church members formed a “Helping 
Hands” ministry taking new youngsters from the buses to their classes at the start of the day and from class to the bus 
at the end of the day for the first two weeks of school as children learned their routes. Church members donated medi-
cal supplies for the under-stocked school clinic. One church member contacted a local hairdresser who donated a bar-
ber’s chair and free haircuts for children who needed this service. The city provided only one librarian for its four 
schools, so the members became librarians. In finding that many of the children did not have proper clothing, the mem-
bers of the church donated clothes and opened a small “boutique” in the school giving children adequate apparel.

As the church met these needs, others became apparent. Many students got sick because they did not have blankets to 
keep them warm at night. Getting material donated from a local business, the church made blankets. The church do-
nated money to bring a traveling science exhibit from Columbus for the whole third grade’s edification. They also 
helped to fund a trip to a local university for the second graders to see a live theater production. Surprisingly by God’s 
grace, all of these things and more have happened within the last twelve months.

First Church asked God for children and God gave children. Only God gave them children from outside of the typical 
models of young families and bustling Sunday School classrooms. Instead, God brought this church into community 
with children who were not their own and needed to be found outside of its building. This partnership along Maple 
Street in Fairborn is an answer to prayer, yet an answer that was within God’s will and God’s time. God is blessing the 
primary school students and their families through this ministry and the older congregation as well giving them new 
energy and meaningful purpose in this service. Like Abraham and Sarah, the aged church received children from God 
and in transforming the school they are changing the future by God’s blessing.

Thomas L. Harmon says he is the proud 28-year-old pastor of this older congregation (First Church of Fairborn, Ohio) 
and is constantly overwhelmed by members’ “energy, gifts of service, and acts of love.”
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