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will drive conversations with its
producers and suppliers.

Despite positive growth, fair
trade products still represent but a
fraction of available offerings to U.S.
consumers.

Advocates say that fair trade
must maintain its push into the
mainstream market, attracting
ethical consumers and working with
companies to educate consumers. It’s
a reality that takes a blend of time,
innovative brands and retailers.

The way forward

In spite of its benefits, fair trade has
its limitations. First, a lack of finanec-
ing in fair trade communities limits
cooperatives’ growth in an indepen-
dent, sustainable manner. Second,
the communities possess little
practical knowledge of the Western
marketing and business process.
And finally, communities frequently
struggle to increase their productiv-
ity to levels at which greater volume
could create more competitive
pricing.

Furthermore, fair trade’s com-
pelling story alone is not enough
in America’s “bang-for-the-buck”
marketplace, which often resists
the higher item cost for an unseen
benefit half a world away.

“The fair trade movement has
hung its marketing plan on the
stories of the people that fair trade
helps, but price and quality concerns
generally win out in the end,” says
Christopher Kent, a futurist with
Foresight Alliance, a Washington,
D.C.—based consulting firm special-
izing in global consumer issues.

In the midst of a recession,
economic pressures threaten to
further thwart fair trade’s growth,
particularly among low- and middle-
class consumers, who are unlikely to
embrace fair trade’s premium prices.
Fair Trade USA acknowledges that
ethical buying rises in proportion
to discretionary income. As a result,
fair trade’s momentum relies on
those with the means to be premium

ROAD TO A BETTER LIFE:

Ayde Riveros Gutierrez joined several
other women in forming the fair trade
group El Mercurio. They soon began
selling their hand-knit finger puppets
for more than five times what they
were previously making.

buyers, a minority of the
American population.

“In the U.S., where our
culture is so consumption
oriented, we can be so distant
from the realities around the
world,” Hardison says. “We
can’t lose sight of the stories
and lives behind the products.
We can help people lead better
lives; fair trade is one avenue
to this end.

“How we all walk this walk is of
great concern to the church,” she
adds.

With room to grow in both market
penetration and products, the fair
trade system can benefit from consis-
tent scrutiny and a holistic outlook
rooted in faith.

“Fair trade doesn’t solve the
world’s problems,” Smith says, “but it
is a way of helping people help them-
selves and raise their quality of life.”

For folks like Hardison, Smith,
Shannon and Clapp, however, the
only way is forward. Each woman
works to convince her Presbyterian
colleagues not only that support-
ing fair trade is necessary, but also
that it honors the church’s call for
the faithful to pursue economic and
social justice. The simple choice of a
fair trade product can have ramifica-
tions around the globe.

“If I am to treat my neighbors

as I want to be treated, then I want
fairness and a good life for them,”
Shannon says. “Fair trade is an
avenue to do this in our daily lives.”

Daniel P. Smith, a freelance writer in
Chicago, is the author of On the Job:
Behind the Stars of the Chicago Police
Department (Lake Claremont, 2008).
Portions of this article previously
appeared in U.S. Catholic magazine.

The fair trade movement’s
momentum shows no signs
of slowing, particularly as
socially conscious consumers
surface as a growing and
vocal contingent and
corporations jump on board.

LEARN MORE about fair trade

» Fora wide-angle view of Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) support for fair
trade and opportunities to get involved: www.pcusa.org/fairtrade

» To learn about the global impact of fair trade from Fair Trade USA, the

leading third-party certifier of fair trade products in the United States:
www.fairtradeusa.org
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Bread for the Journey

Without the gospel
everything is useless and vain;
without the gospel
we are not Christians;
without the gospel
all riches is poverty,
all wisdom folly before God;
strength is weakness,
and all the justice of man is under the condemnation of
God.
But by the knowledge of the gospel we are made
children of God,
brothers of Jesus Christ,
fellow townsmen with the saints,
citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven,
heirs of God with Jesus Christ, by whom
the poor are made rich,
the weak strong,
the fools wise,
the sinner justified,
the desolate comforted,
the doubting sure,
and slaves free.
It is the power of God for the salvation of all those
who believe.

It follows that every good thing we could think or
desire is to be found in this same Jesus Christ alone.
For, he was
sold, to buy us back;
captive, to deliver us;
condemned, to absolve us;
he was
made a curse for our blessing,

[a] sin offering for our righteousness;
marred that we may be made fair;
he died for our life; so that by him
fury is made gentle,
wrath appeased,
darkness turned into light,
fear reassured,
despisal despised,
debt canceled,
labor lightened,
sadness made merry,
misfortune made fortunate,
difficulty easy,
disorder ordered,
division united,
ignominy ennobled,

rebellion subjected,
intimidation intimidated,
ambush uncovered,
assaults assailed,
force forced back,
combat combated,
war warred against,
vengeance avenged,
torment tormented,
damnation damned,
the abyss sunk into the abyss,
hell transfixed,
death dead,
mortality made immortal.
In short,
mercy has swallowed up all misery,
and goodness all misfortune.

For all these things which were to be the weapons of
the devil in his battle against us, and the sting of death
to pierce us, are turned for us into exercises which we

can turn to our profit.

If we are able to boast with the apostle, saying, O hell,
where is thy victory? O death, where is thy sting? it is
because by the Spirit of Christ promised to the elect,
we live no longer, but Christ lives in us; and we are by
the same Spirit seated among those who are in heaven,
so that for us the world is no more, even while our
conversation is in it; but we are content in all things,
whether country, place, condition, clothing, meat, and
all such things.

And we are
comforted in tribulation,
joyful in sorrow,
glorying under vituperation,
abounding in poverty,
warmed in our nakedness,
patient amongst evils,
living in death.

This is what we should in short seek in the whole of
Scripture: truly to know Jesus Christ, and the infinite
riches that are comprised in him and are offered to us
by him from God the Father.

-- John Calvin

1509-1564

French theologian and pastor

Preface to Pierre Robert Olivétan's French translation
of the New Testament (1534)

Ideas on doctrine and polity contributed to
establishment of Presbyterianism
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