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	 Last Chimes article for a while.  Summer is here … Father’s Day … 4th of July barbeques 
… lazy afternoons reading on the porch.  And for me summer means time away on leave, 
traveling with my family.  What a gift!  Best Father’s Day present I’ve ever had!

	 Father’s Day.  A time to reflect on being a parent – or whether you want to be a parent.  
I know some young adults who are asking themselves about having kids and they wonder, 
what’s in it for me?
	 From a purely economic perspective, the answer is clear: not much.  According to the 
government, it now costs an average middle-income American family about $225,000 to 
raise a child from birth to 18.  Ouch.  Astute young adults quickly realize the opportunity cost 
inherent in the baby game.  So many other things on which to spend the money.

	      But if one factors into the equation that very subjective and elusive thing called 
happiness, the calculus quickly changes.  Research shows that for happy parents the sacrifice 
is really much smaller than it looks.  Thankfully, that has been my experience.  And research 

also shows that for unhappy parents the sacrifice is much larger 
than it has to be.  The question is, how to be happy?
	As I write this, all my kids are home (still asleep, I might add).  
Soon Will leaves for New York and his summer job; Elizabeth will 
head to college in the fall; and Caroline will be left at home alone 
to cope with her parents!  I sip my morning coffee and I realize: 
I’m happy – why?

	 The humorous answer is, of course, that I have a wife.  And everyone knows wives do all 
the work, right?!  The biblical answers include Proverbs 22:6, which counsels parents to train 
a child up in the way he should go and when he is old he will not depart from it.  
	 However true these answers might be, I think my parental happiness comes in much 
the same way as does any happiness: from devotion of self to a cause greater than self.  As 
Viktor Frankl pointed out in his book Man’s Search for Meaning (a recommended summer 
read, by the way), happiness is a by-product, not 
an end-product.  You can pursue it all you like, but 
it will prove elusive.  When you relax into a gentle 
commitment to someone or something outside 
yourself and greater than yourself, however – voila!  
One day you’re sipping your morning java and there 
it is.

	 But commitment and devotion to raising healthy, 
productive, faithful kids doesn’t mean that parents 
always have to go crazy preparing kids for the future.  More activities, pressure, money, 
and time in the gym/classroom/practice room/whatever don’t stand between your kids and 
dreaded failure.  Parents have a lot more room to safely maneuver than they realize here.  The 
long-run effects of these things on children’s outcomes are much smaller than they look.  

	 What is key, though, is love.  Loving the kids as Christ loved us.  And how, exactly, did 
Christ love, you ask?  Well, I just happen to have another book recommendation for you, a 
great summer read – The Bible – I hear it’s a bestseller.

	 Have a great summer, St. Andrew. See you in September.					   
		  --MV
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June Sermon Texts
June 5: John17:1-11
	 1After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to 
heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your 
Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2since you have given 
him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all 
whom you have given him. 3And this is eternal life, that they 
may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
you have sent. 4I glorified you on earth 
by finishing the work that you gave me to 
do. 5So now, Father, glorify me in your 
own presence with the glory that I had in 
your presence before the world existed. 
6I have made your name known to those 
whom you gave me from the world. They 
were yours, and you gave them to me, 
and they have kept your word. 7 Now 
they know that everything you have given 
me is from you; 8for the words that you 
gave to me I have given to them, and they 
have received them and know in truth that I came from you; 
and they have believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on 
their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on 
behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 
10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been 
glorified in them. 11And now I am no longer in the world, 
but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy 
Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, 
so that they may be one, as we are one.” 

June 12: Acts 2:1-21
	 1When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all 
together in one place. 2And suddenly from heaven there 
came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled 
the entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, 
as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on 
each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave 
them ability. 5Now there were devout Jews from every 
nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at this 
sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because 
each one heard them speaking in the native language of 
each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all 
these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we 
hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9Parthians, 
Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and 
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans 
and Arabs--in our own languages we hear them speaking 
about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were amazed and 
perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 
13But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new 
wine.” 14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his 
voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live 

in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what 
I say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it 
is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was 
spoken through the prophet Joel: 17‘In the last days it will 
be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all 
flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, and your old men 
shall dream dreams. 18Even upon my slaves, both men and 

women, in those days I will pour out my 
Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 19And I 
will show portents in the heaven above 
and signs on the earth below, blood, 
and fire, and smoky mist.20 The sun shall 
be turned to darkness and the moon to 
blood, before the coming of the Lord’s 
great and glorious day. 21 Then everyone 
who calls on the name of the Lord shall 
be saved.’”

June 19: Matthew 28:16-20
	 16Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the 
mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17When they 
saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18And 
Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me. 19Go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and 
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded 
you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the 
age.”

2 Corinthians 13:11-13
	 11Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in 
order, listen to my appeal, agree with one another, live in 
peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 
12Greet one another with a holy kiss. 13The grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

June 26: Jeremiah 28:5-9
	 5Then the prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet 
Hananiah in the presence of the priests and all the people 
who were standing in the house of the LORD; 6and the 
prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the LORD do so; may 
the LORD fulfill the words that you have prophesied, and 
bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of the 
house of the LORD, and all the exiles. 7But listen now to 
this word that I speak in your hearing and in the hearing 
of all the people. 8The prophets who preceded you and me 
from ancient times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence 
against many countries and great kingdoms. 9As for the 
prophet who prophesies peace, when the word of that 
prophet comes true, then it will be known that the LORD 
has truly sent the prophet.”
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ANSWERS

Regular Sunday School ended on May 22.  The 
children watched the movie UP the last Sunday in 
May and thanks to June Bisceglia who supplied the 
popcorn.  During June, the children will be reviewing 
the Memory Verses and Bible Stories they’ve studied 
this year with quizzes either in paper form or from 
the internet.  On June 26, we will be weeding the 
Community Services Garden in Harvey Park at Evans 
and Patton which was planted on May 21.  Please 
remind your young person to come prepared with tools 
and appropriate clothing.
	 Adult Sunday School has two weeks remaining in 
the study of  Character, Becoming more Like Jesus.  
Pastor Amy is leading classes on Activity or Progress 
and  Character Traits to Avoid.  We still need a leader 
for the final lesson in this series, Seeing as Christ Sees.  
To volunteer, see Kaye Lamb or Andrea Berglund.   
We will begin a new study in the same series on Time 
followed by Money.  You are welcome to  join us on 
Sunday morning at 9:00.

Matthew 10:40-42
	 40 “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and 
whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent 
me. 41Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name 
of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and 
whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name 
of a righteous person will receive the reward of the 
righteous; 42and whoever gives even a cup of cold 
water to one of these little ones in the name of a 
disciple--truly I tell you, none of these will lose their 
reward.”

Christian Education
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to Toni Kohlstedt and the St. Andrew’s children for several 
hours of work assembling the Women are like Tea Mother’s 

Day project.  Toni came up with the idea, provided all the 
materials, and worked with the children on completing 
the task.  We also would like to thank Kristen Olson and 

our youth who have been working on the Father’s Day art 
project.

June Sermon Texts

A man is rich according to what he 
is, not what he has.
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June Special Days

 Birthday Anniversary

Did we miss your special day? Apologies!
Please drop us a note!  Thanks.

Bob Gillis
Betty Watchous

Tanya Owens
Jordan Powell

Co

nnor Olson

Claudine Browning
Brandon Wilson

Anne Lile

Ky
le 

Martin

Chuck & Donna 
Hendricks

Bob & Pat Simms

Don & Irene Papke Ron & Vickie 
Thomas

Greg & Lynne 
Abbey-Lee

Andy & Kym Lewis

Adam Garnett
Andy Lewis

Donna Hendricks
Helen Ritzler

Ed Keller

Barbara Anderson
Denise Leberer

Without God, life has no purpose, 
and without purpose, life has no 

meaning.

Do you have something you would 
like to contribute to The Chimes? 
Please call or email sbaca3096@

hotmail.com
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Thoughts from the Pew

Elderly

While working for an 
organization that delivers 

lunches to elderly shut-
ins. I used to take my 

4-year old daughter on my 
afternoon rounds. She was 

unfailingly intrigued by the 
various appliances of old age, 

particularly the canes, walkers, 
and wheelchairs. One day I 

found her staring at a pair of 
false teeth soaking in a glass. As 
I braced myself for the inevitable 
barrage of questions, she merely 
turned and whispered. “The tooth 

fairy will never believe this!”
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Bread for the Journey
“Father in heaven!  When the thought of thee wakes in our hearts, let it not awaken like a 

frightened bird that flies around in dismay, but like a child waking from its sleep with a heavenly 
smile.”

--Soren Kierkegaard

“Somewhere in each of us we’re a mixture of light and of darkness, of love and of hate, 
of trust and of fear.  If your light touches my darkness, maybe we can get through it.  If your 
darkness touches my darkness, we have problems.  We have big problems.”

--Jean Vanier, founder of L’Arche

“Happy are those for whom all days are alike.  They have conquered time and live above 
it.  The only distinctions are between morning, noon, and night; spring, summer, autumn, and 
winter.  Every day they live the same day.  They rarely form an idea of their Lord, because they 
live in him; they do not think about it because they live it.  Their prayer is not separated from 
their acts.  Their whole life is prayer; they pray by living.  And they die just like the light of day 
dies at the coming of the night, going off to shine in another region.”

--The Monks of New Melleray Abbey

“What happened in Jesus Christ is that God sent his son to reclaim his creation, and we 
killed him.  It is often said today that there is nothing we could do that is worse than destroying 
the human species through nuclear war.  That is surely wrong.  We have already done the worst 
thing we could do.  We killed him who would work our redemption.  That is the worst thing that 
humankind could possibly do.  But the good news is that the God we crucified refused to let our 
‘no’ be the final world.  God refused to hold this horrible sin against us.  Raising Jesus from the 
grave, God rejects our rejection.  Instead, God offers us the opportunity to become part of a new 
kingdom – a new time – so that the world might know its true sovereign.”

--Stanley Hauerwas

“Man was made at the end of the week when God was tired.”
--Mark Twain

“Mystery can mean that which is difficult or impossible to communicate, and that’s 
something we can all experience.  Try explaining the taste of coffee to someone who’s never 
seen, smelled, or tasted coffee.  What does it taste like – besides coffee?  Or try describing what 
it’s like to be in love …. A lot of things in religion are like that.”

--Lawrence Cunningham, theology professor

“The saint is a saint not because he is good but because he is transparent for something that 
is more than he himself is.”

--Paul Tillich


